Dear Cllr XXXX
I am writing to you as my local ward councillor build on your commitments as a Local Authority of Sanctuary, to take action to #EndDestitution in Greater Manchester. Amidst the Hostile Environment, thousands of people in our communities are already pushed into destitution by their immigration status. The recent changes announced by the government to the asylum system and to settlement, will push thousands more in our communities into destitution – our friends, neighbours, colleagues, family members. Alongside the hostility from an emboldened far right, people from migrant backgrounds are under attack as never before.
Destitution is not a natural phenomenon, but the result of concrete policy choices, which push people into destitution on the basis of their immigration status. Destitution takes a toll on physical and mental wellbeing, and pushes people into homelessness and dependency on others, exposing them to risk of exploitation and abuse. People who may desperately want to work and contribute are denied the right to do so. Destitution is deeply sedimented into decades of immigration law, and the latest government plans will add yet another layer of harm, whose effects will be felt for decades to come.
It doesn’t have to be like this. The government could be making key changes to the immigration and asylum system that stop people being pushed into destitution, and that make it easier to escape destitution. The government’s recent ‘National Plan to End Homelessness’ is welcome – but it fails to comprehensively address how immigration policy drives destitution and homelessness, or the barriers to move on.
Even while destitution persists, it doesn’t have to be a fixed state. With the right support, many are able to regularise their status and move on from destitution to flourish within our communities. But they face multiple barriers in doing so, in particular difficulties accessing legal advice to navigate their way out of destitution, and lack of stable accommodation options – compounded by further barriers accessing basic services, from healthcare to free school meals. More therefore needs to be done locally to support those in our communities facing destitution, to promote dignity and, wherever possible, pathways out of destitution.
Destitution – like the whole toxic politics around migration – can feel overwhelming, and we can all feel powerless. 
But here is what you, as my elected representative, can do - for further detail, see the accompanying briefing document from the GM Migrant Destitution Fund:
· Stand up to oppose the latest government plans
· Offer solidarity and support to those already facing destitution in our communities, by building on your commitments as a Local Authority of Sanctuary:
· Advocating for better access to accommodation for people with ‘no recourse to public funds’ 
· Advocating for local government investment in immigration advice provision
· Ensuring that a culture of welcome and solidarity is embedded across all statutory services 
· Speaking out publicly in solidarity with our friends and neighbours facing destitution, and resisting harmful and divisive rhetoric, to promote cohesive communities.
If you have any questions, please contact info@migrantdestitution.co.uk.
Best wishes
